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Peace brought to NECC with poetry 


NECC student, Heather 
Norcross, won the peace 
poetry contest with her 
poem “DIY.” 


By ANDY ROBINSON 
News Editor 


The third annual Peace Poetry 
contest and reading at Northern 
Essex Community College last 
Friday was met with a variety of 
readers ranging from all ages, pri- 
marily elementary students. 

Held in the technology center 
at NECC, poets of all ages came 
together to attend the contest and 
reading orchestrated by English 
Professor Paul Saint-Amand, 
which garnered more than 800 
entries which were submitted and 
judged. 

“T think it went fantastically. I 
think people heard the voices of 
children speak about peace in ways 
they never get to hear in the paper.” 
Saint-Amand said after the reading. 

The ceremony opened with a 
slideshow of tranquil pictures of 
children and landscapes along with 
inspirational quotes from peace- 
makers like Martin Luther King Jr. 


Student speaker 
overcomes 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


Student commencement speaker, 
Shannon Sheltra is the picture perfect 
student. As an active member of 
Student Senate, Sheltra can common- 


| ly be spotted behind the scenes at 


campus events ensuring everything is 
running smoothly. 

Dina Brown, the director of the 
student engagement center hired 
Sheltra as a work study student and 


| nominated her for Student of the 


Month for which she 
received. 
Through this position, Brown 


witnessed the impact of Sheltra first- 


March, 


_ hand. 


“She is reliable, outgoing, intelli- 
gent, hardworking and not sure how 
to describe her in another way, but 
amazing,’ Brown stated. 

However, behind the success 
Sheltra has had, she also has gone 
through several struggles. 

In 2002, Sheltra and her husband, 
Frank, moved to Newbury with their 
children and opened the Excalibur 
Equestrian Center. However, Frank 
passed away and Sheltra lost the 
property. F 
“Since [my kids and I] lost 
Frankie, we have been flying without 
a net. When you're down, you don't 


Courtesy Photo 
Sheltra, who is a picture 


of strength at NECC. 
think about getting back up, you just 


do it,” Sheltra said. “I didn't have a 
choice, I had to change our lives. I 
joke now about being sick of ramen 
noodles, but that was all we could 
afford for a while. So, I went back to 
college. Life has improved tenfold 
since I came back to school, not only 
for me, but for the kids as well.” 
Essex County Sheriff Frank 
Cousins of Newburyport will be the 
commencement speaker. 
Commencement will be held on 
Saturday May 21 at 11 a.m. 


and Mother Teresa. The music put 
with the video presentation was, 
“Shanti,” an angelic sing word tune 
which translates to, “inner peace.” 

NECC David Hartleb wel- 
comed everyone in attendance and 
said, “We are going to be inspired.” 

The event was open to the pub- 
lic, and the list of participating 
schools were almost all elementary 
schools from across the Merrimack 
Valley. From Haverhill to as far as 
Dracut. 

Each student who participated 
had the opportunity to read their 
poem aloud to the gathering audi- 
ence of parents, relatives, and 
friends. 

Some mothers and fathers crept 
up the center aisle to get a quick 
picture while some were so emo- 
tionally moved by the words of 
their children that they remained 
seated with quiet amazement. 
About 250 were in attendance. 

The poems themselves were of 
many lengths and on many subjects 


Students st 
one act 


By THOMAS SHAMMA 
Asst. Opinion Editor 


The first play opened with a baby 
crying as the lights came up on an 
exhausted woman (Devin Grace 
Parks) pushing a mimed swing. At 
the start of the second play, the lights 
came up on a man and a woman 
(Ethan Nagle and Grace Walker, 
respectively) standing near a table 
and chairs. The man had a knife 
sticking out of his gut. 

In that way, each of the eight 
plays in “An Evening of Student- 
Directed One-Act Plays” drastically 
reformatted the tone of the stage. 

Devin Grace Parks, who per- 
formed in the first play, “Grace of 
God,” described her experience. “It 
was very peculiar, it was like one 
time I was watching TV. ... It’s like 
changing the channel, if you don’t 
like something you can take a quick 
nap ... Not that I would advise it, 
because [the plays are] really good,” 
she said. “There’s something for 
everyone.” 

Dustin Kelly, who spoke with the 


all pertinent to the subject of peace. 
Ellalandra Arakelow, fifth grade 
student, Hailey Johnson, sixth 
grade student, and Christina 
Macleod, ninth grade, were the 
winners of the poetry contest. 

Not all the poets were children. 
Before Heather Norcross, NECC 
student, read her poem entitled, 
DIY, which won Best Entry for 
Adults, she thanked the partici- 
pants and expressed her admiration 
for the young poets. 

She said, “These kids are amaz- 
ingly aware.” 

After reading her poem, she 
concluded with a message that gar- 
nered unanimous applause. She 
said, “I am a born again student 
thanks to this school.” 

Melissa Juchniewicz, NECC 
humanities professor who teaches 
Children’s Literature, said a few 
words before the reading began. 

Juchinewicz said, “Peace 
begins with you.” She went on to 
discuss her interpretation of peace 


Observer shortly after p! 
began for the shows, said, “It defi- 
nitely worked out ... we’d constantly 
meet, go over lines; we even added 
last minute stuff, physical comedy. 

“Kyle, the husband, gets up on 
the couch and starts thrusting at 
Meagan, the wife, Meagan has no 
clue what’s going on, everyone in the 
audience just laughs.” 

He also summed up his experi- 
ence directing for the first time. “[It 
was easier] compared to what I 
thought it would be. The cast was so 
welcoming to my ideas, and I was 
welcoming to theirs.” 

He was thankful for the opportu- 
nity the school offered students to 
direct: “It’s definitely an advantage 
working within a school because you 
know a lot of your friends already. 

.. that can be a drawback -- if you 
get into an argument it can ruin 
school ... [but] it’s a very tight group, 
everybody works together. There 
were only a few arguments, some- 
body missed something or is having a 
bad day, other than that, everybody’s 
really close and cool. 

“I knew I wanted to go into 


and the importance of metaphors in 
poetry. She said, “Each of us shares 
a responsibility in promoting 
peace.” 

In the foreword to the Peace 
Poetry booklet containing all the 
qualifying poems, which was given 
to the participants, Saint-Amand 
wrote, “Peace is a difficult and often 
evasive virtue, and sometimes it 
takes a child to get us to see that 
vision of hope and_ peace. 
The poems we received give voice to 
this vision as expressed in everyday 
life -deep feelings about the poets are 


- in relationship to others and to the 


world. Adult poets, too, brought their 
mature vision drawn from peaceful 
elements of their lived experiences 
onto these pages.” 


Carol Buzzell, sixth grade 
teacher of Dr. A. B. Consentino 
Middle School, said, “It’s really 


nice to recognize the students of 
Haverhill. It’s great to involve 
community. That’s what it’s all 
about.” 


ae with 


directing, ys shows] gave me the 
chance to be in the directors spot... If 
you have any interest in theater, defi- 
nitely go for it. It’s really fun.” 

The last show of the evening, 
“The Individuality of Streetlamps,” 
wrapped up the night beautifully. 
Danny Potter and Erica Gould were 
fantastic in the roles, and with each 
other on stage. 

Dierdree Glassford, who directed 
the last play, said, “I couldn’t have 
asked for a better cast. The commit- 
ment they gave me was phenomenal. 
It feels like I raised my kids.” 

After the Friday night show, a 
representative from the Irene Ryan 
Acting Competition met with the 
casts, and nominated two of the 
actors to compete. 

The Top Notch Players are 
attending the Kennedy Center 
American College Theater Festival, 
which is held for this region in 
January. They’ve also been invited 
to perform at the Edinburgh Fringe 
Festival, the world’s largest arts festi- 
val, in the summer of 2012. Proceeds 
from the concessions and raffle are 
going to fund the trip. 


The change of a staff and 
the change of a class 


The road to graduation has 
been a long one. It has taken 
most of us at the least two 
years to be here. In the long 
journey we have met and inter- 
acted with many students, fac- 
ulty and also staff. We have 
grown attached to many and 
maybe others we regret having 
met. 

We have had great instruc- 
tors and also advisors, dedicat- 
ed to helping NECC students 
and answering their nagging 
problems. We can't thank them 


experiences we've had, and the 
hard work we've invested has 
helped us define our character 
and mold us into the young suc- 
cessful adults we are today. 

We are now poised to tackle 
a variety of the situations, that 
will encounters us out there in 


the workforce and in future 
educational endeavors. 
On another note, the 


Observer will be looking for 
some new talent. Most of the 
major editing position will be 
left open since several student 
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we wish you the best. To those 
done with school and joining 


the workforce, we wish you 
success. 

This is also the last semes- 
ter and year for President 


David Hartleb after serving the 
school for the past 15 years. 
With his departure comes the 
inauguration of future college 
president Lane Glenn, who is 
currently serving as vice presi- 
dent. We wish you the best in 
the new task. 

They say to whom is given 


enough. staff members are graduating much, much is also expected so 
From the Observer staff we this summer President Glenn we believe you 

would like to congratulate all The Observer will be in will do it. 

the graduates for how far they need of a Sports Editor, To those coming in, wel- 

have come. With the graduation Campus Life Editor, Features come to NECC. Participate in 


as much as you can and keep 
those grades thigh. Know the 
resources available to students 
and enjoy your experience to 
the maximum. 


Editor, Copy Editor, Arts and 
Entertainment Editor and also a 
Staff Writer. All the positions 
will be available before the 
start of the fall semester. 

transferring 
onwards to four year schools, 


rate declining, the accomplish- 
ment of finishing school and 
graduating is even 
rewarding. 

The time we have spent at 
NECC goes beyond academics. 
Challenges we've faced, new 


NECC Observer 


The award-winning student newspaper 
of Northern Essex Community College 


WELCOMING (OUR NEW PRESIDENTE 
LANE. GLENN? 


more 


For those 


ting Staff Members 


Anthony Bevilacqua 
Sports Editor (Spring 2011) 


“T’m out like a boss!” 


Address: Rm. C222 Spurk, 100 Elliott Street, Haverhill, MA 01830 
Newsroom: 978-556-3633 Adviser: 978-556-3397 


Harmonie Charland 
Features Editor (Spring 2011) 


“Finally the day has come. Hasta la vista, baby!” 


Advertising: 978-556-3397 Email: Observer@necc.mass.edu 
The NECC Observer reserves the right to edit, condense and refuse 


all submissions. 


Spring 2011 Observer Staff 


Executive Editor: Chantal McGovern 


Elisabeth Green 
Features Editor (Fall 2010), Staff Writer (Spring 2011) 


“To God be the glory at NECC! Great things He has done, 
and greater things are yet to come!” 


Opinion Editor: Rick Ingham 
Assistant Opinion Editor: Thomas Shamma 
News Editor: Andy Robinson 
A&E Editor: Matthew Rand 
Features Editor: Harmonie Charland 


Hope M. Hunt | 
Copy Editor (Fall 2010, Spring 2011) , 


“I relinquish the power of the red pen to my successor.” 


Campus Life Editor: Stephen Ndungu 
Sports Editor: Anthony Bevilacqua 
Copy Editor: Hope Hunt 
Staff Writer: Elisabeth Green 
Circulation Manager: Chantal McGovern 
Faculty Adviser: Mary Jo Shafer 


Rick Ingham 
Staff Writer (Fall 2010), Opinion Editor (Spring 2011) 


“T leave the title of Editor to my assistant, may he wield 
the office with eloquence and pride.” 


See you in the Fall! _ 
How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publica- 
tion may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the 
newsroom, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building 

All letters must be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject 
line or risk not being received by the Observer email system 


Stephen Ndungu 


News Editor (Spring 2010, Fall 2010), Campus Life 
Editor (Spring 2011) 


“Hallelujah. Everything finally has an end. Sad to leave 
but life has to continue. This is it” 


Matthew Rand 
Arts & Entertainment Editor (Spring 2011) 


“I’m Miss American Dream since I was 17.” 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
“Include Letter to Editor in the subject line 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 
Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 
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Can we just get this over with? 


Why dont we skip 
the pomp and 
circumstance? 


By Rick INGHAM 
Opinion Editor 


N ECGs 
graduation cer- 
emony is 
| Saturday May 
21 and for my 
fellow graduat- 
ing students 
and 1 _ that 
means caps, 
gowns, pomp 
and circumstance, and recognition 
for years of work and study. 

I do not enjoy graduation cere- 
monies, I'm not sure exactly when I 
started disliking graduation cere- 
monies, but I remember being 
dressed up and attending “gradua- 
tion” from pre-school and kinder- 
garten. There was my big sister's high 
school graduation, which I was 
brought along to, and I think it was 
there that I made up my mind that | 
did not care for the proceedings. | 
purposely did not tell my parents 
about an eighth grade graduation, 
which thankfully I did not have to 
attend as a result of my guile. And 
then there was my own high school 
graduation, which I remember clear- 
est of all, and from where I draw 
most of my ire towards the ceremony. 

Graduation ceremonies bother 
me because there's no individuality to 
it. Everyone is given a cap and gown 
identical to everyone else around 
them and then they are measured into 
order and file and told how to walk, 
who to walk next to, and where to go. 
It's more akin to a military inspection 
than recognition of personal academ- 
ic achievement. Sure everyone gets 
their two seconds to walk across a 
stage and shake someone's hand as 
they give them their diploma, but that 
seemingly endless procession of hun- 
dreds makes that single moment of 
recognition into a fleeting instance 
before it gets buried in obscurity. 


In that regard, graduation just 
reinforces the idea that you are no 
more special than any one else. 
Graduates are typically lined up 
alphabetically with no consideration 
taken regarding their own personal 
input. Your own preference is mean- 
ingless because your name starts with 
a particular letter. In high school it's 
not that big of a deal, because you 
spend four years in very close prox- 
imity to your class mates: and actual- 
ly get to know the people who share 
your last initial, but in college it's not 
the same story. A student can go 
through an entire college career 
online and never see another class- 
mate and suddenly at the end of their 
career they are thrown in the middle 
of a crowd of strangers. On the oppo- 
site end of the level, two classmates 
that have worked together since the 
beginning must walk apart from each 
other simply because their names are 
not alphabetically similar. So, not 
only are you not special, but you are 
alone. 

Of course, when you think about 
it, those are rather petty reasons to 
not like something. But those are not 
the only two reasons I don't like grad- 
uation ceremonies. Once the proces- 
sion is complete and the graduates 
are seated things slow to a crawl. 
There's something about speakers 
during a commencement ceremony, 
like some sort of cosmic decree, that 
makes them absolutely awful. I can't 
pinpoint exactly what it is, but every 
speaker to stand at the podium be 
they esteemed doctorate or brilliant 
valedictorian comes off as the most 
boring and longwinded speaker in the 
history of mankind. It's not their 
fault. I chock it up to the fact that 
everyone in the audience is there for 
one reason, and one reason only: to 
see someone receive a diploma and 
then go home. Everyone is aware of 
this fact, but despite the writing on 
the wall, the speakers proceed one 
after another with recycled words of 
wisdom that have been used in 
vaguely inspiring speeches since the 
beginning of time. 

I can appreciate the effort, really 
I can, but it's highly doubtful that 


change his or her life because of a 
commencement speech. Chances are 
that most of the graduates already 
have some concrete plans in place for 
their lives following graduation, 
whether that is a transfer to another 
school or employment in a chosen 
profession. Someone could even be 
considering a nomadic lifestyle 
where they live off the land and learn 
to speak squirrel, the point is, that the 
grand majority of college graduates 
know what they want to do after 
school. A long and majestic oration 
about life and purpose and greatness 
might be nice in a movie, but in real- 
ity someone in the crowd just wants 
their diploma so they can go home 
and have a barbecue. 

When I graduated from high 
school the keynote speaker was a 
woman from the school board who 
spent her time making references to 
various Tom Hanks” movies. From 
“Big” to “Castaway” it seemed like 


she started at the top of his filmogra- 
phy and worked her way down draw- 
ing inspiration from each film. After 
a while we started to wonder if Tom 
Hanks was actually hiding in the 
eaves waiting to make an appearance, 
but alas he fever showed up and we 
were able to add “disappointing” to 
the list of things that our graduation 
could be described as. 

So, you may ask, with all of my 
complaining and dislike why am | 
attending commencement? Well, it's 
not for the caps and gowns, it's not 
for the processional march, and it's 
certainly not for the stirring speeches. 
I'll be attending graduation this 
semester because I know the real rea- 
son for commencement. Graduation 
ceremonies are for 
Grandparents, parents, 
aunts, cousins and all extended fami- 
ly come together at graduations to 
celebrate the achievement of their 


families. 
uncles and 


college student. The ceremony is not 
for the student; most students are far 


Photography major shoul 


It’s hard to picture 
NECC without a 


photgraphy program 


By LATHON JONES-DOWNING 
Correspondent 


Many students have shaken their 
heads in disbelief at the recent news 
major is being shot down. I, person- 
ally, am one of those students. It 
seems that some don’t truly under- 
stand the significance of this field, let 
alone the beauty and promise that it 
holds for those who take the classes 
here at NECC. There ts a lot to say 
when it comes to the photography 
program, and the only thing that 
bothers me is that some people feel as 


though it is not worthy of being a 
stand alone major, deserving of a 
degree in hand. 

Photography is special in its own 
right. The best part of photography is 
that pretty much anyone can do it. 
But that doesn’t make it any different 
from chemistry or business. In ways 
photography is both an art form and a 
business Mecca. To be able to take a 
camera and focus it on an object or 
person, to look into your viewfinder, 
and see that there is something in 
front of you worth capturing. A 
moment in time that with one click of 
the button can be forever trapped and 
kept with you for the memories, this 
to me is a true art and an honor in 
itself. 

Photography has come a long 
way since the first camera. We now 


have great technology that lies within 
these pocket-sized devices. With a 
camera you can now not only look at 
your family while making a call, but 
it has come to the point at which you 
¢an fly the newest droid plane with 
your phone and look at and take pic- 
tures of objects that are out of your 
reach. ; , 

As ubiquitous as cameras now 
are, I can’t see how the photography 
program is even in the least obsolete. 

Many jobs these days need some- 
one who can work a camera and take 
pictures. You have those who work in 
private investigations, CSI agents, 
and even those in the military that 
work with drones to use in their mis- 
sions. Weddings are happening every 
day and someone needs to have the 
expertise to actually take, edit and 


print out these pictures to make a 
memory that lasts for years to come. 
This is what makes the need for pho- 
tography so important. The list goes 
on. 

NECC student Roberta Bowman, 


who is also the cultural art director of 


the Haverhill Boys and Girls Club, 
said, “A photograph can transcend an 
image that can convey a message 
over history and culture. With it you 
are able to see someone’s history in 
the present. Even when that picture 
was taken in a time before you were 
born.” 

They say that a picture is worth a 
thousand words. I believe they’re 
worth millions more. 

This program means the world to 
me, | have learned a lot more from it 
than I have in many other courses. 


MCT Campus photo 
Some commencement speakers are more entertaining than others, like Vice 
President Joe Biden seen here at the University of Pennsylvania in 2010 


someone is going to miraculously 


too practical to sit for three hours on 
metal folding chairs listening to 
names being read. No, the com- 
mencement ceremony is for grand- 
parents. 

As much as | don't want to be, I'll 
be there in my cap and gown, walk- 
ing in file surrounded by strangers, 
all because I know my grandparents 
will be there looking to see their 
grandson get his associate’s degree. 
And I know | won't be the only one 
with family eager to watch their 
graduate get their degree. 

To those families, I hope you 
enjoy the commencement ceremony. 
To all of the students who would 
much rather skip the pageantry and 
skip right to the barbecue, I suggest 
sneaking your iPhone in your pocket 
because with all the focus on the 
speaker at the podium, no one will 
see you working on your Angry Birds 
high score: 

Best wishes to all of the graduat- 
ing class of 2011. 


exist 


Professors‘ like Biff Ward, the direc- 
tor of the photography department at 
NECC, have been my guides to 
greatness. 

When it comes down to it, I 
believe that the art of photography 
should have been approved as a stand 
alone major. It should be embraced 

for what it is: freedom. With a 
camera, you are able to take the 
world into your hands. With a cam- 
era, you will never forget that night 
you went to prom, and how proud 
your parents where. Even on the day 
you get married, I bet some photogra- 
pher will be there to take that 
moment and frame it to your liking. 
But with the way it looks now, our 
next Ansel Adams will just have to 
take his talent to some other school. 


National response to 
Bin Laden’: death is 
disappointing 


By Matt SPATOLA 
Correspondent 


On May 1, 2011, Osama Bin 
Laden was captured, killed, and 
buried. Many Americans will remem- 
ber the day forever. But on this-day, 
we should not celebrate, nor should 
we encourage celebration. 

Thousands of people were killed 
on September 11, 2001. They were 
killed in the worst way. Tortured by 
flames, and trapped on many of the 
top floors of both world trade centers, 
causing many people to choose sui- 
cide as the better option. 

Celebrating the death of the most 
wanted terrorist in the world is a 
relief, but to many families who lost 
loved ones all over the country, is not 
bringing their loved ones back. 

We should not look at the killing 
as a holiday. It was far from it. 
Almost a decade later, after the most 
brutal attack on American soil, that is 
how people treated it. They did this 
by dancing on cars, putting flame to 
anything in sight, and rioting all over 
college campuses in the U.S. It was 
nice to see people come together in 
vigil, but when a vigil turns into a 
riot, we as American people need to 
realize why we are rioting. 

Realize as an American citizen 
that we take part year after year in 
honoring the anniversary of 9/11. We 
should memorialize the deaths of the 
people who gave their lives to help 
save the innocent that were struck in 
this attack: cops, firefighters, and 
civilians. We should remember the 
lost ones that were taken away much 
too soon. We should celebrate the 
families of those who lost loved ones 
directly because of this tragedy. 

Let us celebrate heroes, victims, 
and the American flag. Let’s not cel- 
ebrate the death of the main perpetra- 
tor in these events. That is what he 
wanted, and what.he aimed to do 


Put away the party 
hat, America 


when he initially attacked the twin 
towers and the Pentagon. 

“Let us celebrate the brave men 
who risked their own lives, and the 
members aboard the flight to take 
down the plane headed for 
Washington D.C. 

As Americans, we’ve won a bat- 
tle in a long-fought war against ter- 
rorism that began in 2001. Ten years 
later, we finally captured and killed 
the man behind it all. 

Let’s celebrate the troops who 
entered the armed forces before the 
war, and after the war. Let’s celebrate 
the men and women who have been 
risking their lives, day after day, for 
the safety of the United States. It is 
because of them that we can call 
America a safe place for Americans. 

The death of a terrorist master- 
mind like Bin Laden is just another 
day at work for our troops. Let’s cel- 


ebrate the win in honor of our troops. 

So from this day forward, the 
most memorable event in recent 
United States history that should be 
acknowledged should remain 9/11. It 
should not be the death of Bin Laden. 
It should not be a day of celebration, 
but a day of relief. The armed forces 
of the United States. finally got him. 
A battle finally won, in a war that 
may continue for years. 

Please, today, say thank you to 
someone who has served as an 
American soldier of any kind. 
Appreciate that they risked their lives 
for us. Appreciate that they never 
looked back on starting a mission that 
they planned on carrying out. 

Not just on May 1, 2011, but on 
every day, I consider myself proud to 
be an American. 


MCTcampus photo 


May 1, 2011, the White House: response to President 
Obama’s press statement was less than graceful. 


Whatever 


happened to the 
human species? 


By THOMAS SHAMMA 
Assistant Opinion Editor 


“Evolution came to an end when 
the human beast developed speech,” 
said journalist Tom Wolfe in his 2006 
Jefferson Lecture, titled “The Human 
Beast.” 

It sounds like an outlandish 
claim, but he isn't the first one to 
have said it, or to have made a claim 
like it. There are people out there, 
more common than you might real- 
ize, who think that humankind, 
instead of adapting to our environ- 
ment, adapt our environment to us. 

Medical ethicist Harvey Fineberg 
gave a recent talk at the TED confer- 
ence, where he suggested three possi- 
bilities. First, he suggested that we 
might just stop evolving. Second, 
that evolution might continue on at 
an absolutely imperceptibly slow 
grind, despite all the reasons it might 
seem like it wouldn't. 

The third possibility, a more 
active suggestion, was called neo- 
evolution. He argued that humans 
should take control of our genetic and 
evolutionary future through develop- 
ing medical science. We could all be 
faster, smarter, healthier, more talent- 
ed. 

What he was arguing for was a 
specific version of transhumanism -- 
the philosophical position that 
humans should do the best we can to 
take control of our biological and 
adaptive futures, and take as much 
advantage as we can of the technolo- 
gy we have available to us. The trans 
in transhumanism is a Latin root that 
means across or beyond. So transhu- 
manism means to go beyond human- 
ity. 

In a broad sense, we're all tran- 
shumanists. Being a part of everyday 
society is impossible without hun- 
dreds of technological augmentations 
on our basic forms -- the field of 
study that deals with humankind in 
the developed world is actually 
called “Cyborg anthropology.” 


Enforce the smoking ban 


NECCS no smoking 
policy across campus 
is widely ignored 


By BARDALIS GOMEZ 
Correspondent 


NECC implemented a new No 
Smoking policy in the fall semester 
of 2009. 

The policy states that smoking ts 
not allowed on any NECC grounds or 
any NECC building. The only place 
students are allowed to smoke is in 
their appropriately parked vehicle 

As a nonsmoker, | was all for this 
new policy. There is nothing more 
uncomfortable than having someone 
blowing smoke in your face. 

Smoke if you want, but don’t 
make that unhealthy choice for us all 

According to school officials, the 
policy was not enforced until October 
2009, so that everyone could become 
familiar with the policy in the month 
of September. 

In 2008, when the proposal was 


first brought up, college president 
David Hartleb told the Eagle Tribune, 
“The harmful effects if second- 
hand smoke are well-documented, as 
are the effects of smoking on the 
smoker. 
“(T]he purpose of the ban is to 


protect the health and well being of 


members of the college community, 
as well as visitors.” 

Many 
about commuting and not having a 
car to smoke in. They even ques- 
tioned if it was legal to tell someone 
they could not smoke outside. 

Despite opposition from smok- 
ers, the ban was implemented 

The faculty understood the diffi- 
culty of enforcing the ban: 

“It’s not going to be easy, but 
we're going to enforce it the best we 
can,” said chief of security Bill 
Blouin in an Observer interview in 
2009 

“We can’t be everywhere.” 

It seems that this policy is still 
not being enforced enough, or the 
punishment is not severe enough, to 
stop smokers. 


students raised concerns 


Students still smoke on the side- 
walks, in the parking lots and even 
outside the buildings all the time. 

| understand that security can’t be 
everywhere, but when a policy is put 
in place, it’s meant to be enforced and 


& 


respected 
This may mean more security, or 
even help from fellow students. 


Whatever it is, it needs to be done 
soon in order to make our campus a 
safer, healthier place. 


Welcome to our 
SMOKE-FREE CAMPUS 
aatng + pads tes ots 


w 
feats see! way bere 


Observer Staff Photo 


The no smoking signs clearly posted throughout the 
campus do little to deter addicts. 
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We use elaborate codes of sounds 
to pass along meaning with language. 
We wear clothes as a sort of aug- 
mented skin to protect us, and to sig- 
nal status or personality. We use cars 
to travel faster than we could ever 
hope to be able to on foot. 

We use cell phones to extend our 
sensory perceptions farther than our 
ancestors could have ever imagined 
being possible, and we use computers 
and the internet to know more than 
our brains could ever hold. 

The line that divides a transhu- 
manist from the average person (who 
just happens to use hundreds of tech- 
nological augmentations to them- 
selves in their day to day life) isn't 
exactly whether they use technology 
to adapt themselves to their environ- 
ment. It's where they draw the line. 

The real difference between a 
transhumanist and a non-transhu- 
manist is whether the idea of a tech- 
nology they didn't grow up with 
creeps them out. There's an ‘ick’ fac- 
tor with new technology that some 
people get, that makes them uncom- 
fortable with the idea of going any 
farther down that road. These people 
tend to draw the line somewhere 
around the cutting-edge of technolo- 
gy as it stood when they turned 15. 

But we're already using technolo- 
gy that doubles our life expectancy 
from what it was a few hundred years 
ago. In some cities, the water we 
drink is modified so our teeth last 
longer in better health than they 
would have fifty years ago. We cure 
cancer every day. Maybe not every 
time, but we actually save people's 
lives when their bodies mutate to kill 
them. 

Who says we shouldn't live for 
two hundred years before our bodies 
start to break down? Who says we 
shouldn't be able to plug into a com- 
puter and upload our brains? Who 
says we shouldn't be able to reach 
into our genome and fiddle around 
with our default settings? 

Sooner or later, we're going to, if 
we don't get hit by a meteor or wipe 
ourselves out with nukes. We're 
already farther past the real line in the 
sand than we could have compre- 
hended when we crossed it. It's not 
worth trying to slam on the breaks 
now. 


Summer 
Students: 
Submit! 

Want to write for the 
Observer? Read this 


We don’t publish over the sum- 
mer, but when we come back this fall, 
we'll be looking for submissions. If 
you're interested, we'd be happy to 
recieve your submissions. 

A few things to keep in mind: If 
we use your story, we'll be printing it 
weeks to months after it’s been writ- 
ten, so breaking news is less likely to 
be chosen than features or opinions. 

But we will still have a summer’s 
worth of news to catch up on, so com- 
prehensive summary of events we'll 
have missed during vacation, or com- 
mentary on major events we'll have 
missed, are welcome. 

Submitting in AP style is always 
a plus, and please remember to spell 
check. 

You can submit your stories to: 

observer@necc.mass.edu 


NECC 


What qualifies as an 
incident to be listed 
in the security log? 


By ELISABETH GREEN 
Staff Writer 


Monday, April 11, Eagle Security 
called the Haverhill Police in 
response to a fight that broke out in 
the men’s bathroom of the C- 
Building. The event however was not 
recorded in the Eagle Security log. 

“The proper authorities were 
alerted to it and the 
involved... were reprimanded [by 
police], said Chief of Security Bill 
Blouin, who confirmed the event. 

Blouin said everything that is 
recorded in the security log is a judg- 
ment call made by himself and there 
is a distinction between what he 
labels an “incident” and what he con- 
siders “disciplinary problems.” 

The incident was reported by the 
Haverhill Gazette police log, which 
said police responded to a “distur- 
bance” at 100 Elliot St. 

According to Sgt. John 
’ Arahovites of the Haverhil Police 
Department, police responded to a 
call from the college at 8:30 p.m. on 


students 


News 
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security log in question 


‘April 11. Two older males reportedly 
got into an argument and after the 
police arrived, the peace 
restored and the men were asked to 
leave, he said. 

Blouin said he did not record the 
April 11 incident in the security log 


Was 


because he originally thought it was 
a disciplinary issue between stu- 
dents. It was later realized, however, 
that the students involved were not 
students of Northern Essex, but were 
attending contracting classes for a 
certificate program, which NECC 
rented classroom space for. 

There was also an incident writ- 
ten down in the log for April 12, that 
was later covered with white-out. 
Blouin said he did not remember this 
incident. 

Another incident occurred short- 
ly after, when students reported a 
physical fight between two female 
students in the library on the 
Haverhill campus. Blouin confirmed 
this incident, but said the event was 
not recorded in the security log 
because he classified it as a discipli- 
nary incident. 

Blouin said he believes that inci- 
dents, such as the one that occurred 
in the library, are disciplinary. He 
said not recording these incidents in 
the log is a matter of protecting the 
privacy of the students involved. The 


names of the students are not record- 
ed in the log, but he said he thinks it 
can lead to increased talk around 
campus about the incidents and com- 
promises the privacy of the students. 

“If [an incident] is disciplinary... 
there is a proper path to be fol- 
lowed,” Blouin said. 

In February, the Observer also 
reported a missing or stolen newspa- 
per stand that was not recorded in the 
security log. Blouin said he was not 
aware of the incident. 

Blouin said the purpose of the 
security log is “to keep track of all 
the incidents that happen with our 
students and the faculty and the staff 
thereof.” He said an incident that 
would go into the security log is any- 
thing that relates to Northern Essex, 
but also said he judges between 
“incidents” and “disciplinary prob- 
lems.” He said “incidents” typically 
constitute medical calls or hit and 
runs. 

For disciplimary problems, he 
said he files a report with Nita 
Lamborghini, which can lead to a 
hearing between students. These he 
said he does not report in the log for 
privacy reasons. 

Massachusetts state law, chapter 
41, section 98F, says the logs must 
list “all responses to complaints 
received by the police, crimes report- 


Rich legacy of leaders 
in history of NECC 


50 years 
of presidential 
leadership at NECC 


By ELISABETH GREEN 
Staff Writer 


September 16, 2011 will mark an 
anniversary for the college -- NECC 
will celebrate 50 years of “Making a 
Difference” for Essex County and the 
surrounding region. 

While the college has an out- 
standing legacy as an institution that 
provides an excellent value of educa- 
tion as well as a portal of opportunity 
for those who might not otherwise 
have the resources to pursue acade- 
mia, many are not aware of the rich 
history and origins of the college 
which have laid the foundations for 
the widely beloved institution that is 
renowned in Haverhill, Lawrence and 
the surrounding areas today. 

The college opened its doors in 
September 16, 1960 with 83 students 
in the newly renovated Greenleaf 
Elementary School in Bradford. The 
first president selected for the college 
was Reverend Harold Bentley, who 
was the director of the college from 
1960-1975, through which he saw the 
college grow from 83 to 7,727 stu- 
dents in the course of his 15 year 
career, according to the Boston 
Globe. Bentley was born in England, 
and orphaned at the age of seven. 

According to “A History of the 
College,” by John H. Spurk, Bentley 


went onto become an extremely hard 
worker, balancing family life, his 
Pastor position, teaching and admin- 
istration of Northern Essex until 
1975. 

Bentley was then succeeded by 
John Dimitry, a high school drop out 
who went on to earn his GED, bache- 
lor’s, maste’rs and doctorate, as well 
as attaining the rank of Lieutenant in 
the U.S. Army, then ultimately 
become the second president of 
NECC in 1975. 

Dimitry originally said he would 
stay at the college for 20 years. He 
was true to this word. Upon his retire- 
ment in 1996, the Board of Trustees 
voted to name the Northern Essex 
Lawrence campus after Dimitry, as 
well as establish a scholarship fund 
for students enrolling in the college 
who had not yet earned a high school 
degree. 

According to Erie Greenslade, 
the public relations representative for 
NECC, Dimitry still returns to NECC 
every Monday to facilitate the 
Lifelong Learners program. 

Upon Dimitry's retirement in 
1996, current President David Hartleb 
came to fill the position. Hartleb came 
to Northern Essex from the 
University of Cincinnati, where he 
served as vice president. 

According to an NECC press 
release, in Hartleb's time at NECC, 
“His priority has been to develop pro- 
grams and services that increase 
access to higher education with a 
focus on low income and minority 
students.” 


In addition, he is credited with 
addressing issues such as college 
readiness, and creating a college envi- 
ronment that helps students meet their 
academic goals, as well as aggres- 
sively seeking private and public 
funding for college initiatives. 
According to a press release from the 
college, enrollment has increased 43 
percent since the time Hartleb came 
to the college. 

In 2007, Northern Essex won the 
title of an Achieving the Dream 
College, “A national initiative to 
improve retention and graduation 
rates at the college, especially among 
low income and minority students,” 
according to a press release from the 
college. 

Incoming President Lane Glenn 
will soon be stepping in to carry on 
the baton, as he fills in the shoes of 
retiring President Hartleb. He steps 
into a role preceded by the legacy of 
former presidents who have risen 
above their circumstances and helped 
others who also face adversity. 

He must combine the goals for 
success of the Achieve the Dream ini- 
tiative, as well as carry on the legacy 
of Presidents passed, who served to 
meet the needs of those who might 
not otherwise have access to higher 
education. 

The challenges are present, but as 
he steps into a legacy of humility and 
greatness we wish him the best of 
luck, and offer our support and confi- 
dence. Best wishes this academic 
year. 


ed, the names and addresses of per- 
sons arrested and any charges against 
those persons, unless the crime 
involves a handicapped person,” 
according to a report released by the 
Student Press Law Center. ; 

The majority of the log main- 
tained by Eagle Security consists of 
“no incidents” with Blouin’s initials 
next to them, and has numerous 
places where incidents have been 
covered with white-out. 

The last security log posted in the 
Observer was in the March 30 issue. 
This consisted of two incidents in 
which students fell and ambulances 
were called. Since March 22 there 
have been no recorded incidents. 
Prior to March 1, there were no inci- 
dents recorded since Dec. 21, 2010. 

In reference to the incidents that 
were covered in white-out, Blouin 
said “I changed my mind.” 

The federal requirements of the 
Clery Act, as well as Massachusetts 
state laws, require all crimes and 
responses to complaints to be record- 
ed by campus police on college cam- 
puses. 

When the Observer told this to 
Jason Rivera, President of Student 
Senate, he said he would like to look 
into this more, but said “I believe 
every event, minor or large, should 
be written in [the Security Log].” 


The Clery Act requires university 
police to “make, keep and maintain a 
daily log, written in a form that can 
be easily understood, recording all 
crimes reported.” This is intended to 
“[describe] all reports of campus 
crime usually including the time, 
date, location and general description 
of the incident,” according to the 
Student Press Law Center. All 
crimes are required to be reported 
within two business days of the inci- 
dent. 

According to 
SecurityonCampus.org, a site that 
explains the requirements of the 
Clery Act, “crimes are reported in the 
following 7 major categories, with 
several sub-categories: 1.) Criminal 
Homicide broken down by a.) 
Murder and Nonnegligent 
Manslaughter and b.) Negligent 
manslaughter, 2.) Sex Offenses bro- 
by a.) Forcible Sex 
Offenses (includes rape) and b.) 
Nonforcible Sex Offenses, 3.) 
Robbery, 4.) Aggravated Assault, 5.) 
Burglary, 6.) Motor Vehicle Theft; 
and 7.) Arson.” 

Blouin said “I still think it’s a 
judgment call and until they tell me 


ken down 


otherwise, that’s what I am going to 
do... but I do think confidentiality is 
more important sometimes, than the 
print of such [information].” 


Bin Laden dead, 
students react 


9/1 terrorist killed, 
new attacks feared 


By CINDY MONTESQUIEU 
Correspondent 


The media was focused on the 
Royal Wedding until Sunday night. 
The media exposed the breaking news 
about Osama Bin Laden being killed. 
It has been so long that many of us 
even forgot who he was. 

Sally Anderson, Northern Essex 
Community College student, said, “I 
was in shock when I heard this 
because it’s been so long. I even for- 
got he was 


still alive.” 
Bin 6 GC 
f 


It’s been almost ten years since 
we remember the attacks from 
September 11, 2001, where thousands 
of innocent American lives were taken 
away from us. 

Many husbands were left with- 
out wives, many wives were left with- 
out husbands, children were left as 
orphans, and parents were left without 
children. 

Bin Laden’s actions have left 
many with pain and sorrow. 

Anderson said, “I was in fifth 
grade when all of this happened. I 
wasn’t sure what was going on. | 
remember all of my friends getting 
dismissed.” 

September 11 will always be a 
memo- 
rable day 


Laden was “Even though everyone says We ae Americans 
ii ea safe now, I know I won't be getting on pecause it 
of the Al. any planes this summer.” has scarred 
Q a Gare a Jonny Consuelo our coun- 
organiza- try forever. 
tion. He Our _ sol- 


was on America’s top ten most want- 
ed list and also most wanted terrorist. 
Bin Laden was responsible for many 
deaths. ; 

It was hard to believe that this 
was true, but President Obama gave a 
speech confirming the truth. The next 
day, this big event was on the front 
page of every newspaper. Americans 
were celebrating because justice was 
finally done. 

Jonny Consuelo, NECC student, 
said, “I’m glad he is no longer on 
earth because he hurt many families.” 


diers are overseas fighting for our 
country, even though the leader of Al- 
Qaeda is no longer living, we have to 
think about if we are safe. 

As students at NECC, will it be 
okay to travel in the summer for our 
vacation? These are safety precau- 
tions students will have to think about. 
Obama says that America is safer 
now. 

Consuelo said, “Even though 
everyone says we are safe now, I 
know I won’t be getting on any planes 
this summer.” 
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Ashley A. Calderon 
Raylin R. Camilo 
Eva J. Caraballo 
Vivian E. Caraballo 
Marsha L. Carballo 
Carmen Y. Castillo 
Angie D. Colon 
Jonathan L. Colon 
Ketzy W. Colon 
Emma Corez 
Joshua R. Cormier 
Lindsey V. Costa 
Marlber M. Cruz 
Melissa Cruz 


Daireny Curiel-Crisostomo 


Tara M. Curtis 

Kira M. Dalton 
Dawn L. Daneau 
Willmarie Dejesus 
Rosmery Deleon 
Robin D. DelNegro 
Maria I. DeLosSantos 
Rosa M. DelosSantos 
Claire M. Dube 
Johanny C. Dume 
Yira E. Espino 
Darwin R. Fabian 
Jessie Fabian 
Melissa Fabian 
Mellissa A. Fabian 
Michelle A. Faia 
Nancy M. Fay 
Nereida Fernandez 
Ramona Fernandez 
Joann Flores 


ge? Amberlynn. Frazier 


regory A. Freitas 
Rey F. Garcia 
Yahaira D. Garcia 
Flor M. Genao 
Lucy W. Gitau 
Solomon K. Gitau 
Bardalis M. Gomez 
Andres K. Gonzalez 
Elvin D. Gonzalez 
Kayla M. Gonzalez 
Linette M. Gonzalez 
Lindsey M. Grasso 
John D. Gutierrez 
Rossy L. Gutierrez 
Alicia J. Guzman 
Kaci L. Healey 
Ayda J. Henriquez 
Iris S. Hernandez 
Kelvin N. Hernandez 
Laurian Hernandez 
Nhat-Lynh D. Huynh 
Richard Irizarry 
Jose A. Jaime 
Eliliana E. Javier 

Harmonie L. Jean-Charland 

Carolin J. Jorge 


James P. LaPlante 
Evelyn Lima 
Karen J. Lima 
Jefri J. Liriano 


atulation 


Stephanie Mendonca 
Dorca I. Mercedes 
Alba Y. Morales 

Amy S. Moriarty 


Maria V. Munoz-Benavides 


Ruben D. Munoz-Duran 


Freddy 
Elizabeth Nolberto 
Mercedes D. Nunez 
Myra E. Ortiz 
Zakyrah M. Ortiz 
Alexander Ovalles 
Samantha Pagan 
Arielys D. Perez 
Giana Lucia. Perez 
Wendy M. Perez 
Eric Polanco 

Edgar Posada 

Ana C. Puello 
Kyamalie Quezada 


Johanna E. Ramirez-Tejeda 


Alan Ramos 
Christian J. Ramos 
Ivan Resto 

Jose L. Reyes 
Juliana D. Reyes 
Charlie L. Reynoso 
Maria G. Reynoso 
Melissa Rivera 
Cynthia Robles | 
Berkys A. Rodriguez 
Carolina Rodriguez 
Jhonna Rodriguez 
Rosalie Rodriguez 
Roxanne Rodriguez 
Lucia C. Rondon 
Janelis Rosario 
Jason A. Ruiz 

Rosa L. Sanchez 
Jeanelle Santiago 
Marilyn Santiago 
Hiliana Santos 
William K. Savary 
Angelita C. Seda 
Joan A. Simmonds 
Rafael E. Soto 
Christine A. Spates 
Melita L. Sweeney 
Josy Taveras 


Wilkerson ee 
Courtesy A, Theberge 


Ashley K. Turner 
Julia L. Urbaez 
Frank R, Urena 
= an big 
jaudia L. Vargas 
Priscilla Vasquez 
Kiara J. Vega 


Jonathan T. Wright 
Bonnielee Yanez 


Lowell, MA 


Andrea D. Bettencourt 
Eduardo A. Centeno 
Sarey Chuop 

Tony DelaRosa 

So Duon 

Salome M. Giathi 
Amy L. Kisiel 
Andrew J. Loosigian 
Franklin Martinez 
Andrew M. Michaud 
Stephen G. Ndungu 
Jennifer Picard 
Damion J. Robinson 
Lisa A. Rosati 
Alexandria M. Ruiz 
Shaun P. Sweeney 
Irene Tanhira 

Lindsey J. Tetreault 
Marie E. Wright 


Lunenburg, MA 


Mark C. Bushnoe 


Lynn, MA 


Jose R. Gonzalez 
Alexandra F. Johnson 


Malden, MA 


Me 


Jennifer L. Harrin 
MA a 


Kelli M. Beaulieu 
Kimberly A. Cousins 
Deni 


Melissa A. Gagnon 
Peter J. Gordon 
Nicholas W. Hamel 
Rachel J. Hawkes 


lass of 2011 


Merrimac, MA 


Damion C. Miller 
Erica L. Moscone 
Kristen M. Nakis 
Patrick T. Nett 
Ferliannie Y. Nieves 
Melissa A. Noble 
Matthew A. Nogueira 
Corey K. O'Connor 

Raymond Joseph. Ouellette 
hristina M. Pinciaro 
Maureen R. Price 
Brett M. Satkus 
Michael D. Schloth 
Erik J. Williams 


Methuen, MA 


Christopher D. Alexander 
Elias S. Azzi 
Jennifer A. Bailey 
Tammy L. Barnes 
Jamaira Battiata 
Alexis L. Beauchesne 
Alyssa R. Bennett 
Mark J. Berube 
Sharon A. Black 
Steven J. Cabrera 
Maria C. Calderon 
Amanda E. Camire 
Vanessa D. Canales 
Cheryl A. Carmo 
Richard G. Carter 
Ilia I. Castellanos 
Elizabeth A. Christopher 
Lauren M. Clemens 
Ilia I. Colon 
Nicole M. Comtois 
Brittany D. Cormier 
Massiel Correa 
Heather J. Courcy 
Lilberto D. Delacruz 
Sandy Desiral 
Angela G. Dominguez 
Lon J. Dutch 
Karen J. Espaillat 
Erin R. Fisher 
George G. Flibotte 
Corey A. Ginchereau 
Jennifer M. Griffin 
Leslie A. Griffith 
Kate L. Hevey 
_ Tina J. Joubert 
Tina J. Joubert 
Gerald M. Kinyua 
Jenna M. Kish 
Michael C. Krasinski 
Kevin M. LaBelle 
Jessica D. Lak 
Mary-Beth Laurent 
Brooke E. Lavoie 
Melanie M. Lavoie 
Amanda Leach 
Ryan M. Learned 
Allison C. Lee 
Lee Ann Lee 
Keith J. Letourneau 
Amanda Lewis 
Chi Luu 
Jessica L. MacLauchlan 
David S. Mambo 
Steve R. Marques 
Naomi Martinez 
Christopher J. Matatall 
Ashley A. Mcintire 
Ryan J. McKenna 
Brendan T. Melvin 
Sunnie E. Melvin 
Natasha M. Mercuri 
Analcis A. Minaya 
Jacqueline Minaya 
Tara A. Murphy 
Ashleigh L. Murray 
Roseann E. Myers 
Ha N. Nguyen 
Hanh N. Nguyen 
Quynh-Giao Nguyen 
Thy P. Nguyen 
Shannon M. Nicolosi 
Maritza E. Nigaglioni 
Jennifer Nunez 
Heather L. O'Donnell 
Kathleen M. O'Neil 
Jordan P. Oslan 
Sebastian Ospina 
Samantha Pagan 
Rachel E. Paquette 
Tracy Ann. Powers 
Geoffrey B. Prugh 
Sean M. Quinn 
Candita Rentas 
Olivia P. Retelle 
Cynthia Robles 
Cristina Y. Rosado 
Jonathan A. Rosano: 
John F. Rua 
Felicia A. Rumore 
Brendan G. Saba 
Kimberly M. Sadezwicz 
Hasna Sanane 
Damaris L. Santana 
Tiffany L. Sarcione 
Lisa M. Saunders 
Ashley R. Sheehan. 
Megan E. Sirois 
Courtney E. Smith 


Brendan R. Sprague 
Jason A. Stanzione 
Gale T. Theberge 
Abdul D. Torres 
Khanh Tran 
Michael P. Tripp 
Jolie A. Tulley 
Efrain Vega 
Zipporah Waithaka 
Sarah A. Weisenborn 
Shuxin Zhang 


Middleton, MA 


Mark B. Gullifer 


Needham, MA 


Anne R. Drury 


Newbury, MA 


Christopher D. Collier 
Kristina Marie. Cuneo 
Benjamin L. Jarvis 


Newburyport, MA 


Cheryl A. Adams-Noyes 
Samuel T. Allen 
Thomas P. Antone 
Brittany L. Caldwell 
Alexander W. Case 
Jenifer E. Connors 
Jessica K.. Foley 
Charlotte A. Gagnon 
Sarah C. Goodridge 
Maxwell T. Green 
Mary J. Hanewich 
Adam R. Hayden 
Reid A. Hoover 
Cynthia A. Johnson 
Tracy Jones 

Dawson G. Lazdowski 
Kaitlyn EA. Malynn 
Crystal L. Matar 
Kelsey L. McDonough 
Kelley M. McIntire 
Andrea L. Middleton 
Meghan E. Monahan 
Nicholas J. Noujaim 
Cory M. Owens 
Stoddard R. Panall 
Sean P. Pickard 
Vanessa L. Rich 
Kenneth M. Roland 
Damian L. Schmidt 
Katrina A. Schulz 
Nadia J. Sledzinski 
Amanda J. True 
Aprell L. Twombly 
Kaitlyn Nicole. Wallace 


Newton Lower Falls, MA 


Joanna B. Trachtenberg 
North Andover, MA 
Fredy Almanzar-Thomas 
Tushar Banerji 

Emily G. Beaudoin 
Lauren A. Boenitz 
Donna C. Callihan-Hill 
Benjamin J. Cohen 
Eileen M. Cordima 
Alicia D. Darnell 
Antero DaSilva 

Lara P. DeCastro 
Rebecca M. DeSisto 
Basenal Dessin 
Sharon C. George 
Juan E. Gomez 
Joshua S. Hennessy 
Jennifer L. Letourneau 
Charline M. Longdin 
Angel M. Lopez 

Lori Marcus 

Wayne A. Marquis 
Daniel P. Martini 
Michael D. Mattinson 
James M. McGourty 
Shannon P. Mullaly 
Julie K. Nichols 

Tracy L. Nigrelli 

Emily A. O'Boyle 
Matthew T. Perry 
Julie C. Petrosillo 
Jennifer K. Poole 


Nancie B. Quintal-Williams 


James Rivera 
Leslie D. Sanchez 
Christina M. Schneider 
Michael R. Simeone 
Beverly E. Smith 
Jessica M. Soucy 
Stephanie Souers 
Sree P. Strumpfler 
d J. Toomey 
Linda A. Torrisi 
Nancy D. Vavak 
Justine L. Venti 
Courtney P. Viglione 
Lucy W. Wahinya 
Eric R. Weaver 
etd i Young 
Mic! J. me 


North Chelmsford, 


Lyn A. Latham 
North Reading, MA 
Robert D. DeAngelis 
Jill M. Leary 
Laurel E. Mitton 
Jessie R. Wade 
Pepperell, MA 
PFiobn D. Hoyt 


Randolph, MA 
Zulfikar Alli 
Reading, MA 
Lauren A. Diver 
Revere, MA 
Mardeen I. Ahmad 
Alberto Peralta _ 
Rowley, MA 
Jonathan P. Daley 
Amy T. DeBlois 
Etcherline Duverseau 
Katelyn R. Emmith 
Danielle L. Lazaris 
Meredith J. Roffman 
S Lawrence, MA 
Jose G. Arache 
Salem, MA 
Elsa M. Cortes 
Lauren A. Miller 
Salisbury, MA 
Nathan J. Allard 
Jeffrey P. Andrews 
Mary Ellen Bernier 
Kelly S. Cronin 
Felicia K. Dahn 
Brent P. Devlin 
Michelle L. Dow 
Debra J. Fanaras 
Vincent L. Fitzpatrick 
Lauran D. Frost 
Patricia M. Fuller 
Wendi S. Gaynor 
Mary A. Gioia 
Joseph N. Godbout 
Kimberly A. Kirlis 
Tina M. LaCourse 
Joshua R. McDougall 
oes M. Mullane 
an P. Murphy 
é istopher § S. Ricker 
Jacqueline A. Rodriguez 
Marie T. Rowe 
Melissa R. Tardiff 
Somerville, MA 
Nicholas D. Cochrane 
Swampscott, MA 
Heather L. Gilbertsen 
Kathleen A. Roche 
Tewksbury, MA 
Marina E. Carifio 
Patricia A. Ferrari 
Nancy Ann. Letourneau 
Christina M. Parisi 
Jason A. Pereira 
Zachary E. Pereira 
Danielle A. Perrotta 
Nicole M. Porto 
Tygnsboro, MA 
Daniel Olepere 
Jonathan D. Reeney 
Wakefield, MA 
Carlene M. Beard 
Patrick J. Mullaney 
Ward Hill, MA 
Joanne C. Flanagan 
West Boxford, MA 
Rebecca L. Bonny 
West Newbury, MA 
Michelle L. Bettencourt 
Kathleen J. Cronin 
Lee M. Gabriel 
Karen Guzelian 
Maria E. Metrakas 
Joel S. Richardson 
Shannon J. Sheltra 
David P. Spalding 
Westboro, MA 
Victor A. Antonini 
Woburn, MA 
Ryan M. DiFranza 
Jane F. Namusoke 
Lebanon, ME 
Rachael M. Pelletier 
North Yarmouth, ME 
Peter M. Blais 
Oscungstt, ME 
ebra L. Warshawsky 
Skowhegan, ME 
John B. Jordan 
Wells, ME 
Melissa A. Lareau 
Charlotte, NC 
Kenneth J. Scaglione 
Atkinson, NH 
Emily P. Antanavich 
Jameson H. Brown 
Michelle Bulpitt 
Megan E. Butler 
Mark A. Godbout 
Thomas D. Kaminski 
Amy M. Naudzunas 
Rebecca L. Soares 
Ashley E. Wade 
Beth A. Whorf 
Chester, NH 
Justin T. Doherty 
Sarah A. Mosonyi 
Danville, NH 
Jason R. Collins 
Angela T. Coppola 
Jessica A. Drucker 
Erica Nicole. McManus 
Matthew J. Tardif 
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Deerfield, NH 
Briceida T. Smith 

Derry, NH 
Shane G. Allen 
Jonathan D. Barbin 
Ashley S. Bartlett 
Thomas A. Bounakes 
Carole A. Cross 
Diane M. Croteau 
Christina Desjardins 
Bethany R. Dow 
Julissa Gonzalez 
Elisabeth C. Green 
Lauren M. Grout 
Eric R. Kehoe 
Jessica R. LeBoeuf 


Benjamin M. Letourneau 


Laura A. Morgan 
Colleen M. Nocera 
Eric D. Riopelle 
Chester M. Ryan 
MaryEllen Volk 
Dover, NH 
Catherine O. Dobroski 
East Derry, NH 
Courtney E. Lahey 
East Hampstead, NH 
Donna L. Boyer 
Allison F. Brody 
Anthony J. Frasca 
Christine M. Kiley 
Letoya A. Mburu 
Epping, NH 
Michele R. Simon 
Zachary S. Simon 
Exeter, NH 
Melissa A. Anderson 
Maryann T. Brannan 
Kayleigh J. Greaney 
Corrina M. LeBel 
Greta S. Peeke 
Fremont, NH 
Theresa S. Case 
Jessica R. Holmes 
Lynn A. Quincy 
Hampstead, NH 
Shawn M. Clark 
Zachary W. DeZazzo 
Danae E. Fournier 
Ashley C. Kostiew 
Nanette C. Langone 


Christopher R. McMullen 


David A. Schultz 
Douglas S. Schultz 
Vicki L. True 
Jessica A. Wein 
Hampton, NH 
Stephanie C. Giannelli 
Amanda Jade. Pelletier 
Peter R. Robinson 
Hampton Falls, NH 
Victoria L. Ross 
Hill, NH 
Kaylen J. Longnecker 
Hooksett, NH 
Katherine C. Farrell 
Hudson, NH 
Paula A. Boilard 
Adam J. Conceicao 


Rukaiya A. Mohammed 


Kensington, NH 
Jennifer L. Mason 
Kingston, NH 
Todd H. Daniels 
Marie K. Kruger 


Christianne L. McAskill 
Samantha N. McCarthy 


Jeffrey J. Rego 
Londonderry, NH 

Phillip T. D'Anjou 

Bradley J. Hope 


Richard Joseph. Theriault 


April M. Vitulli 
Manchester, NH 
Stephanie A. Janes 
Nicole M. Kisiel 
Merrimack, NH 
Samantha K. Jean 
Newton, NH 
Tracie J. Bahrakis 
Rachel C. Burt 
Marla M. Bush 
Regina Colson 
Elaina A. Desmarais 
Mark D. Dionne 
Brittany M. Estabrook 
Michael A. Gianino 
Thomas J. Jackman 
Ryan D. Lucas 
Helen R. Nault 
Cody L. Plambeck 
Bonnie M. Prosper 
Kristin A. Sirois 
Kimberly M. Surette 
Newton Junction, NH 
Katherine A. Scott 
Nottingham, NH 
Jillian E. Moorby 
Pelham, NH 
Nicole S. Bogochow 
Joseph R. Cabral 
Cheryl A. Chene’ 
n M. Donnelly 
Mykael J. Valley 


aA 


$ ¢ @ 


Sarah M. Wilson 
Pembroke, NH 
Lesley A. Roll 
Plaistow, NH 
Michael R. Addorisio 
Anthony J. Bevilacqua 
Lisa A. Bunkartas 
Haley J. Bush 
Bethany N. Campbell 
David F. Cartwright 
Kelsey L. Collins 
Lindsay N. Daske 
Alessandra N. Derrico 
Nicholas M. Dobbs 
Caitlyn M. Drapeau 
Cassandra M. Flanagan 
Kurt T. Jeffries 
Melinda-Anne Leith 
Danielle M. McKenna 
Julia M. Morison 
Samantha K. Nicoll 
Elizabeth C. Orban 
Katherine M. Rabideau 
Nicole A. Romanuk 
Kristen M. Sola 
Portsmouth, NH 
Susanna H. Sturrock 
Andrew A. Wahl 
Raymond, NH 
Susan J. Cyr 
Luke M. Hassell 
Salem, NH 
Jacqueline G. Blaine 
Paul A. Boudreau 
Leanne E. Brandolini 
Kie L. Bynum 
Jennifer E. Cabral 
Bradley M. Cardoza 
Cory A. Chase 
Lisa M. Consentino 
Luke A. D'Agostino 
Catherine E. DeVeau 
Amanda L. DiVito 
Susan L. Duffy 
Mark A. Finochiaro 
Aaron E. Foss 
Brett A. Frittitta 
Porzia Gaglione 
Sebastian F. Gaglione 


Christopher M. Gilfeather 


Michael P. Gordon 
Joseph NF. Goulet 
Doris M. Hennessey 
Stephen J. Ippolito 
Darci A. Jeeves 
Victor Lane 
Denise L. LeBoeuf 
Megan C. Maroun 
Lyndsay M. McHale 
Marlene M. Meranda 
Karen R. Miranowicz 
Todd M. Moriarty 
Gregory L. Nicholson 
Christina Nicolo 
Nimisha P. Patel 
Eric A. Poulin 
Megan R. Poumakis 
Christine M. Powell 
Alysha M. Puglise 
Kelly P. Savard 
Bruce A. Spencer 
Kenneth C. Spina 
Michael G. Spires 
Kelsey A. Stone 
Kevin M. Swansen 
Dustin R. Teuber 
Matthew T. Trafton 
Vasiliki Tsolakos 
Anthony J. Tudisco 
Meredith I. Turner 
Jon P. Wakim 
Sandown, NH 
Tonya L. Allen 
Heather L. Belanger 
Jonathan L. Centeno 
Andrea M. Chipman 
Vincent J. Gagliardi 
Kaley R. Gaudette 
Joanne D. Jenkins 
Barbara J. Kell 
Scott R. McCully 
Katie M. Miller 
Stephen T. Palla 
Joyce E. Richardson 
Meghan M. Toomey 
Seabrook, NH 
Kyle T. Crisham 
Kristen M. Greelish 
Suzanne L. Gustafson 
Richard D. Ingham 
Joshua W. lair 
Robert T. Romans 
Bradford M. Scarfo 
Strafford, NH 
Allysa R. Lake 
Joshua M. Bartlett 
Allyson A. Clarke 
Kaitlyn E. Ferretti 
Jolene E. Gawrys 
Shannon J, Hardiman 
Lynn P. McNamara 
Ashaway, RI 
Alicia E. Babcock 


Arts and Entertainment 
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The time of your life 


Disneys “Prom” shocks. 


In a good way. 


By MATTHEW RAND 
A&E Editor 


So Disney announces 
that they’re going to release a 
movie called “Prom.” First, I 
sigh. And then | think “High 
School Musical.” And bub- 
ble gum. I grimace. Don’t get 
me wrong, I loves me a good 
ol’ romcom as much as the 
next guy, but “Prom’’? It’s 

0B been two years since | attend- 
ed my own—you guessed it!—prom, so why would I 
care about such a “silly topic’’? A said “silly topic” that, 
no doubt, was destined to be horrendously saccharine? 
It was destined for heinousness before it even stepped 
foot into theaters. Well, | was wrong. Because this 
Disney “Prom” was absolutely fabulous 

Naturally, when I say that it was “fabulous, * what 
[ really mean is that I laughed a lot. Mostly at uninten- 
tional things. And that I rolled my eyes a lot. At cheesy 
things. And that I drooled a lot. At the hot 25-year old 
boys pretending that they were eight years younger. 
But stop me there! I’m starting to make it sound (mod- 
erately) heinous, just like I and everyone else over the 
age of 10 thought after they saw the trailer. But, you 
know what? The thing that made “Prom” all the more 
endearing was its unending cliché-ness. 

Aimee Teegarden (of “Friday Night Lights” 
fame) stars as Nova Prescott, a beautiful overachiever 
whose life has been ruled, for the past however many 
months, with making her senior class’s final dance the 
best final dance of all time. A beautiful overachiever 
wouldn’t be a beautiful overachiever without a sexy 
bad boy who just happens to nde a motorcycle all 
‘round the school grounds though, so that’s where 
Thomas McDonell comes in as Jesse Richter, the sexy 


bad boy who just happens to nde a motorcycle all ‘round the 
school grounds. The two have an undentably sweet chemistry, 
and McDonell-a deachinger fora young Johnny Depp-kept 
the pukes of the entire audience of myself and my female 
moviegoing companion pounding The supporting players, 
compnsed of relative unknowns Joe Adler, Nicholas Braun, 
Kylie Bunbury, Damelle Campbell, Yin Chang, Jared Kusnitz, 
Cameron Monaghan, DeVaughn Nixon, Janelle Ortiz, Rami 
Rodriguez, and Nolan Sotillo held their own remarkably well, 
creating a shockingly naturalistic word of wherever they were 
supposed to be living, Screenwriter Katie Wech's scnpt was, 1n 
completely sincenty, perfection. It teetered the line between 
well writien and preposterously bad with such an entertaming 
jaunt, you couldn't help but smile. And otien. 

So go to “Prom.” Yeah it sounds lame and, yeah, 
your friends will question your sanity when you ask 
them to come along with you, but...so what? You'll 
have a great time with a bunch of kids not so unlike 
those in the hallways you walk through every day. And 
really, isn’t that what prom’s all about? 


Courtesy Photo 


Thomas McDonell in a still from 
“Prom.” 


aa 7. 


Make it Happen at Bay Path College 


Rolling admissions 
Transfer up to 90 credits 


Merit scholarships including Phi Theta Kappa awards 
More than 30 clubs and organizations 

Scholarships for Graduate School at Bay Path College 
Guaranteed internship or fieldwork in your program 
Ranked in the top tier of the US News and World Report 


Bay Path 
ollege 


For More Information: 
E-mail: transfer@baypath.edu 
Phone: 800.782.7284 x1331 
www .baypath.edu 


How much is too much? 


By KATHRYN BRIDEN 
Correspondent 


Undemeath the crazy hats and unusual clothing of 
today’s female artists, there is always one important fac- 
for: sex appeal. But how much 1s foo much? Andis it having a 
negative impact on how women are portrayed and treated? 

Lady Gaga created a sur last year when she attended a 
Yankees baseball game in, what The Huffington Post called, 
“underwear, fishnets, and a loose jersey.” But for Gaga, it was 
relatively tame. Lady Gaga has made a name for herself by 
wearing telephones on her head, and meat instead of clothing, 
but most importantly, Lady Gaga has made a name for herself 
by dressing provocatively 

Everyone remembers Gaga’s performance at the 
2009 MTV Music Video Awards. After two costume 
changes, bedazzled medical equipment, and a fnght- 
ening finale where Gaga doused herself in fake blood 
and pretended to hang herself above the stage; viewers 
suddenly remembered she did the whole thing is 
“underwear, fishnets” and very little else. 

Gaga isn’t the only female artists whose fashion 
has become more and more minimalist. Rihanna is 
known for showing off her legs, which, when you’ve 
got it, flaunt it, right? In her newest video, “S&M,” 
Rihanna takes it a step further, donning short latex 
dresses and crazy hairstyles. In one scene, while wear- 
ing heels and a polka-dotted leotard, Rihanna rolls 
suggestively around on the floor, her hands tied togeth- 
er with rope. Another tied her ankles up towards her 
hips. The visual imagery of the video has gotten it 
flagged on YouTube, and you must be 18 and have an 
account to watch it 

Perhaps the reason many people find it disturbing 
is that Rihanna is an artist who truly found fame after 
being the victim of domestic violence. There are many 
photos of Rihanna’s bruised face and split lip after the 
alleged attack by Chns Brown circulating on the 
Intemet. Even afterwards, Rihanna spoke out against 
domestic violence, and donated her proceeds from 
“Love The Way You Lie,” to a battered women’s shel- 
ter. The hit was a collaboration with rapper Eminem, 
and demonstrated the turmoil of being in an abusive 
relationship. 

For a woman to go through what Rihanna went 
through and become such a beacon of hope for abused 


women, its almost revolting to see her then glonfy 
“whips and chains excit{ing}” her. It leaves too many 
opportunities for people to take the two messages and 
combine them into something they aren’t. According 
to a story published in the Huffington Post by Keli 
Goff, for every “survivor, there’s a t least one person 
who’s convinced she (or he) was asking for it.” While 
many think that “S&M” is long overdue as an anthem 
for those who follow altemative lifestyles, its inappro- 
priate for such a message to come from someone who 
has been a role model for women. 

Kaley Corriveau, a 22-year old music teacher in 
southem N.H., says that the song is catchy, but 
Rihanna’s video and it’s lyrics are “just disgusting.” 
She thinks it has a negative impact not just on herself, 
but also on her students. “There are 13 and 14-year old 
girls that are imitating their styles with the super short 
shorts and they are showing a lot of skin. It’s inappro- 
priate for their age, and often violates school dress 
codes.” 


Courtesy Photo 


Rihanna in the music video for 
“S&M.” 


GORDON 


COLLEGE 


ASK QUESTIONS. 
BUILD FAITH. 
BRING HOPE. 


Located on 450 acres 25 miles north of Boston, Gordon 
College is New England's only multidenominational Christian 
college of the liberal arts and sciences. 


Wenham, Massachusetts 


866 4646736 www.gordon.edu 
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PTK induction | Nuclear energy debate 


By Hope M. HuNT 
Copy Editor 


The Phi Theta Kappa (PTK) 
honor society held its annual induc- 
tion ceremony May 3 in Lecture Hall 
A located in the Spurk building of 
NECC's Haverhill campus. There 
were almost 30 inductees from both 
the Haverhill and Lawrence campus- 
es present for the ceremony. These 
students were inducted into the 
NECC chapter of this national honor 
society, which was recognized in 
1929 as the official honor society for 
two-year colleges. The NECC chap- 
ter of Phi Theta Kappa was intro- 
duced to the NECC community two 
years ago, but the May 3 event was 
the chapter's first official induction 
ceremony. 

“It's good to be part of an honor 
society,” said Phi Theta Kappa mem- 
ber, Jennifer Nunez prior to the onset 
of the ceremony, explaining how 
great her Phi Theta Kappa experience 
has been and how useful Phi Theta 
Kappa's website was. 

NECC's Phi Theta Kappa faculty 
advisor, Professor Andrew Morse, 
commenced the proceedings explain- 
ing the mission of the Phi Theta 
Kappa honor society and thanking 
everyone who contributed to the 
ongoing success of NECC's Phi 


What 


Fun cheap ideas for 
your summer 
vacation 


By KATHRYN BRIDEN 
Correspondent 


Summer vacation has always 
been the time for students to let their 
hair down, go to the beach, and have 
fun before the pressure and stress of 
classes starts again in the fall. 

The confines of a small budget 
can often put a limit on the activities 
that college students participate in. 
There are, however, many fun and 
entertaining things you can do this 
summer without breaking the bank. 

The first thing to do before any 
activity is to plan your budget. How 
much do you have to spend? Decide 
what is more important to you, where 
you go or what you do. 

Road trips are a great summer 
pastime. They are cheaper than fly- 
ing, and still give you an opportunity 
to see new places. Ana Caguiat, 21, 
thinks road trips are “fun and an 
adventure. They mean going places 
you haven't gone before and it's 
exciting.” 

With the increasing costs of fuel, 
the buddy system is what is going to 
save students the most money this 
summer. Just think, every time you 
fill your tank you're spending hard 
eared cash. If you split the cost of a 
tank of gas between two, three, or 
even four people it puts less of a 
strain on your wallet. A good philos- 
ophy when planning a road trip is to 
have as many passengers that your 
vehicle has seatbelts for. 


_Lisette 


Theta Kappa chapter. Morse recog- 
nized the efforts of faculty and staff, 
including his co-advisors Professors 
Espinoza and Kathleen 
Pender-Phaneuf (advisor of the 
Lawrence PTK branch), as well as 
the efforts of the students who were 
being inducted. Next Morse intro- 
duced current NECC president David 
Hartleb who delivered the keynote 
address. Hartleb's speech was con- 
cise and to the point, addressing the 
hardwork and dedication put forth by 
the Phi Theta Kappa inductees in 
order to join the ranks of this 
renowned honor society. 

Following Hartleb's keynote 
address NECC's Phi Theta Kappa 
president Iat Azur and vice president 
Roxanne Rodriguez recited a petition 
for the membership of the eager 
inductees, who having met all 
requirements were qualified for 
induction. After the recitation of their 
lines Azur and Rodriguez surren- 
dered the podium back to Professor 
Morse who summoned the inductees 
to the front of the lecture hall where 
they signed a register, received a 
white rose, and recited the Phi Theta 
Kappa oath in unison. 

The overall ceremony took less 
than an hour and was followed by a 
reception, providing drinks and light 
refreshments for those in attendance. 


The next step to summer plan- 
ning is to decide where you want to 
go and for how long. If you're plan- 
ning a simple day trip try to pack two 
out of three of your day's meals. This 
will help you conserve cash and give 
you the opportunity to indulge on 
your one takeout or restaurant meal. 

If you're planning an overnight 
trip try utilizing a discount online 
hotel service like priceline.com. 
Hotels use services like 
priceline.com to book empty hotel 
rooms they failed to fill on their own. 
By booking your hotel room with 
priceline.com you can save around 
60 percent off the original price of 
the room. : 

What you do on your road trip 
depends on you and your interests. 
For the adventure seekers, a day trip 
to Canobie Lake Park or Six Flags 
could be what you need. For history 
lovers, you can spend an entire day 
touring the free museums in 
Lexington and Concord, witness 
musket demonstrations, multi-media 
presentations, and historical artifacts 
left over from the Revolutionary War. 
I's important to understand that a 
“suggested donation” is exactly that. 

It is not mandatory, and no facil- 
ity can turn you away if you don't 
have the cash to make their donation. 
If you can throw in a dollar or two to 
help fund the facility, it's a kindly 
thing to do. But never feel that you 
cannot attend an event or tour a 
museum that has a “suggested dona- 
tion,” they're there for you to enjoy. 

If you feel like going into 
Boston, you can walk the Freedom 
Trail and explore Boston's long histo- 
ry. Music and comedy shows are 
prevalent all over the state, and many 
parks offer plays or concerts for free 
or for a cheap “suggested donation.” 


By Hope M. Hunt 
Copy Editor 


The Contemporary Affairs club host- 
ed a debate on the topic of the proliferation 
of nuclear energy Wednesday May 4, pit- 
ting student against professor as NECC 
student, Daniel Potocki, faced off against 
NECC professor Stephen Slaner. Lathon 
Jones-Downing, president of NECC's 
Contemporary Affairs club, served as the 
debate moderator, which was formatted to 
allow each debater fifteen minutes to pres- 
ent his case followed by a brief period of 
rebuttals which was followed by a brief 
question and answer session, allowing the 
audience a chance to interact with the 
arguments. 

“We're not talking about bombs, we're 
talking about reactors,” prefaced Potocki 
as he took his first tum behind the podium. 
Potocki argued for the proliferation of 
nuclear energy, arguing that fear and the 
misrepresentation of nuclear energy is 
what fuels anti-proliferation arguments. 
Potocki cited the recent debacle in Japan, 
arguing that the Fukushima nuclear plant 
was a casualty of extenuating circum- 
stances as Japan was struck by an earth- 
quake and a tsunami in close succession. 
According to Potocki, the Fukushima 
plant is a testament to the solid construc- 
tion of those nuclear reactors. Potocki 
advised the audience to avoid buying into 
the national hysteria bred_ the by scenario 
playing out in Japan. “We should wait on 
Japan before we draw conclusions,” said 
Potocki. 

Potocki quickly passed over the 


Features 


If you're looking to travel for the 
weekend and have a_ passport, 
Canada is always a great option. 
Montreal is the closest and offers the 
most variety. 

The Montreal Jazz Festival offers 
concerts outside as well as several 
indoor venues, and the Just for 
Laughs Comedy Festival features 
dozens of international comedians. 
Last year the star of the comedy show 
“The Mighty Boosh,” Noel Fielding, 
was one of the many to perform. 

This year Craig Ferguson and 
Jimmy Carr are to be featured. 
Montreal even has its own amuse- 
ment park La Ronde which has some 
of the most unique rides, including 
the original “Le Boomerang.” 
Caguiat says she went to Montreal 
last summer. “I didn't really know 
what to expect, so everything about it 
was exciting.” 

Getting to Montreal is just as fun 
as the stay itself, and can remain rel- 
atively cheap. Instead of stopping for 
meals just pack a couple of bags of 
snacks, either from the dollar store, 
or from your own home. 

When you're aching to get out 
and stretch your legs halfway 
through, the Cabot Cheese Factory 
and the Ben and Jerry's Factory are 
right along the trip in Vermont. 

The Cabot Factory tour is only 
two dollars, and includes free cheese, 
and the Ben and Jerry's Factory tour 
is three dollars, with a free sample at 
the end. 

It's a fun and silly way to spend 
an hour or so at each location and 
free food is never anything to turn 
your nose up at when you're on a 
budget. 

Whether it's a day, or a weekend 
road trip, it is easy to get out and cel- 
ebrate the summer. There's no need to 
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Master debaters Professor Stephen Slaner and Daniel 
Potocki field audience questions. 


Chemobyl disaster of 1986, a move his 
opponent would later play upon, but 
Potocki did briefly draw the audience's 
attention to the 1979 Three Mile Island 
disaster, alluding to the fear it roused in the 
hearts of Americans, stunting the potential 
growth of nuclear energy in the U.S. 

Potocki argued that, until greener 
energy alternative technologies are up-to- 
snuff, nuclear energy was the greener alter- 
native. 

Slaner took to the podium next, com- 
mencing his argument by disagreeing with 
Potocki's opening statement, “Nuclear 
weaponry and power are quite similar,” 
said Slaner. Slaner also addressed 
Potocki's argument that anti-proliferation 
arguments are fueled by fear by affirming 
that such fears are not unfounded, likening 
the fear of nuclear energy to the fear of 
communism during McCarthyism. Slaner 
then headed directly for Chermobyl, callin; 


classical film “Jaws.” 


spend a lot of money to do so. Enjoy 
a trip or two and relax, that's what 


nuclear reactors a greater danger than 
nuclear weaponry, citing Helen Caldicott's 
“Nuclear Madness,” which states that up 
to a million people have died from 
Chemobyl. 

“T understand clean energy is an 
issue,” said Slaner, who proposed a 
research and development initiative simi- 
lar to he Manhattan Project with the goal 
of advancing greener energy alternatives 
within years by reallocating a small per- 
centage of the United States’ defense budg- 
et. 

In his rebuttal, Potocki called Slaner’s 
proposal to reallocate funds for an initia- 
tive for greener energy altematives a 
“pipedream” assuring the audience that 
nuclear energy was greener energy 
now. Slaner defended his so-called 
“pipedream,” concluding his rebuttal 
saying, “It's [nuclear energy] simply 
too damn dangerous.” 


MCT Campus 
The beach is a cheap fun idea for college student, just 
watch out for sharks and their razor sharp teeth, as 
they may tear you to pieces. Although, this is not the 


Have fun! 


summer vacation is for. 


~ 


to do on summer break? - 


~~ 


Knights 
wrap up 


By ANTHONY BEVILACQUA 
Sports Editor 


The Knights baseball team fin- 
ished up a stellar season this past 
weekend. They finished their season 
with a 22-12 record and became the 
state champions. 

This weekend the Knights partic- 
ipated in the Regional XXI tourna- 
ment. After a hard fought weekend 
the Knights became the runner ups at 
the tournament. 

2011 was filled with plenty of 
star players for the Knights baseball 
team. Both with a bat and on the 
mound, the Knights had four major 
standout athletes. 

Danyer Fabian was the batting 
leader this season for the Knights. 
He finished the season with 21 RBIs 
and a batting average of .412. Fabian 
also recorded one homerun through- 
out the season. 

Another slugger for the Knights 
this season was Domingo Cruz. With 
a batting average of .386 Cruz was a 
big contributor from the plate. He 
had 31 RBIs and three homeruns 

The leader from the mound this 
season was Michael Chartier. 
Chartier finished the season with 
four wins and two losses including 
one save. Chartier also recorded 34 
strikeouts with a 2.48 ERA. 

The Knights have something to 
build upon for next season now and a 
record they have to chase. 
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Patriots first round 
pick has chance to 
bloom into a star 


By Matt SPATOLA 
Correspondent 


“With the seventeenth pick in the 
2011 NFL draft the New England 
Patriots select, Nate Solder offensive 
tackle, Colorado.” Roger Goodell 
may have surprised a lot of Patriots 
fans. Offensive tackle Anthony 
Costanzo and defensive end Cameron 
Jordan were still on the board, yet the 
Patriots shock the fans with another 
mind-boggling pick. 

Costanzo would have been the 
safe pick for an offensive tackle 
which could have secured the left 
tackle spot for the future. Better yet, 
the Patriots haven't had a pass rush 
worthy to stop any kind of rushing 
offense for a few years. Jordan was a 
highly-ranked defensive end by the 
Patriots, but who is this Solder guy? 

Solder hails from the University 
of Colorado where he started out as a 
tight end. At the time of his arrival on 
campus he was 6'8” and 220 pounds. 
He looked more like a power forward 
for the Colorado basketball team 

They quickly converted this beast 
to the tackle position. Three years 
later he packed on about 90 pounds 
and entered the draft as maybe the 


tackle with the highest ceiling of 


potential. 


Sports 


Watching video of Solder, you 
can tell he has raw athletic: ability. 
The fact that he has been in the tight 
end position should tell you his foot- 
work is top notch. With great foot- 
work and quickness it is no doubt he 
will be faster than about 90 percent of 
the defensive ends he faces. 

Solder posted the best 40 time of 
any tackle in the NFL combine back 
in February, with a 4.95 unofficial, 
and a 5.05 official time which made 
him the fourth fastest lineman in the 
entire combine. His ten yard split at 
1-65 was better than any lineman in 
the draft. Quickness is the biggest 
factor for a lineman because in pass 
protection it is a must that the tackles 
get to their spot before a defensive 
end sacks the quarterback. And we 
wouldn't want to hurt Tom Brady 
now, would we? 

With tackle Matt Light being an 
unrestricted free agent, the need was 
definitely there for the Patriots. Light 
is coming off a pretty good year but 
in 2009, when he sat five regular sea- 
son games, tackle Sebastian Vollmar 
came in and did his job unquestion- 
ably much better. That brought in 
belief that when Light became a free 
agent that the Patriots would look for 
a younger tackle to fill his role. The 
Patriots did just that 

With so much potential, Solder is 
going to be held to a very high stan- 
dard. Being a first round pick in New 
England doesn't automatically mean 
you're good, it means you have to be 
good. 

“He has a chance to be a great 
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starting left tackle,” said Todd 
McShay, draft analyst for ESPN. He 
went on saying “Matt Light may not 
be back for the Patriots, so they may 
have to get him ready right away. And 
if they do I think Nate Solder has a 
chance to be a great starter in the 
NFL for the next decade,” 

McShay is usually a very picky 
analyst when it comes to players 
drafted in the first round. The fact 


«that he got on this pick and had high 


remarks for Solder means the Patriots 
understood who they were drafting, 
and why they were drafting him with 
the seventeenth pick in the draft. 

When 98.5 the Sports Hub's 
“Gresh & Zo” show interviewed 
Solder, it gave fans a look at the kind 
of person he is. “You know I came 
here, and my job is to compete. I have 
a ton of respect for all these guys I'm 
going to be playing with, so hopeful- 
ly I can learn from them.” 

Being open to learning from 
some of the best linemen in the busi- 
ness is just what the doctor ordered 
for the Patriots. They need a big man 
to come in and want to earn a spot on 
this team. More importantly, they 
need someone like Solder to make 
sure Brady's backside is protected. 

With Light aging, Solder could be 
the breath of fresh air that helps 
Brady play healthy through his shiny 
new four year deal. If Brady plays 
healthy through his contract, who 
knows? Maybe one or two more 
super bowl appearances wouldn't be 
so farfetched. 


ick potential | Farewell 


to Phil 


By ANTHONY BEVILACQUA 
Sports Editor 


Sunday, Phil Jackson coached 
what was most likely his last game of 
basketball. The Los Angeles Lakers 
lost by 36 points to the Dallas 
Mavericks. This scorching ended a 
four game sweep in the semi-finals of 
the NBA playoffs and what is most 
likely Jackson's final season. His 
final game send-off was far from 
classy or uplifting. 

Jackson has established himself 
as not only one of the greatest NBA 
coaches ever but as one of the great- 
est sports coaches of all time. 

Jackson coached Michael Jordan 
and the Chicago Bulls to six NBA 
championships. After his stint in 
Chicago he went to LA where he won 
five championships with the Lakers 
Jackson has won more NBA titles 
than any other coach. 

A man with such stature deserved 
a well-fought, elegant, and tasteful 
departure. The Lakers gave Jackson 
anything but that. 

The Lakers, one of the most his- 
toric teams in NBA history, played 
lazy and uninspired basketball for all 
48 minutes Sunday. Two players, 
Andrew Bynum and Lamar Odom, 
were ejected for over-the-top, flagrant 
fouls. 

Although his last game was any- 
thing but classy, Jackson will go 
down in NBA history as one of the 
greatest coaches of all time 


Transfer to SNHU 


Finish your bachelor’s degree program at Southern New Hampshire University. 


We offer: 


an easy credit-transfer process — up to 90 credits. 


¢ financial aid. 


* career-focused academic programs with industry internships. 


* lots of support and a welcoming community. 


Popular transfer programs include accounting, business studies, 


communication, game design, graphic design, hospitality 


administration and psychology. 


Enroll in our full-time undergraduate day program, or pursue your 
degree online and/or at our centers in Manchester, Nashua, Portsmouth 
and Salem, N.H., and Brunswick, Maine. 


SNHU is a U.S. News and World Report Tiér 1 university. 


on campus. on location. online. 


Southern, z 
New Hampshire 


University 


For More Information: 
T: 800.642.4968 
E-Mail: transfer@snhu.edu 
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Love, Lust and Relationships 


Love vs. Lust 


By LATHON JONES- 
DOWNING 
Correspondent 


When it comes to being with 
someone you're bound to have some 
sort of attraction that goes with it. Be 
it their hair, their eyes that you just 
can’t get enough of or even the way 
they talk with and to you that just 
drives you wild with desire. 

Even the most intellectual person 
is caught off guard by these emo- 
tions. 

At least that is what most are 
drawn to think. But in the same note 
you could have no true feelings for 
this person at all. You could be deal- 
ing with a case of a certain primal 
urge called lust. 

So are you in love, or is it lust? 
Truth be told both love and lust are 
inextricably intertwined. To some 
lust is a true ground zero for hor- 
mones. It is a time at which two sexes 
are brought together by sheer attrac- 
tion. 

In fact without lust I highly doubt 
that love would even have a chance 
to prosper at all. You see lust is the 
driving force of the sexual imperative 
that bridges the gap between the 
almost incompatible brain styles of 
both man and woman. Lust could be 
thought of as one end of a very broad 
continuum. This may or may not cul- 
minate in romantic love. 

But when it comes to true love 
that is where you see a change. You 
see love is one of the most ennobling 
when it comes to human emotion. It 
changes a person in ways that most 
can’t convey with words. 

It’s even been said to make a 
male capable of “wanting to be a bet- 
ter man.” As it has been said many 
times before “many have fought wars 
over lust, but they make homes and 
families for love.” 

There is a true danger when it 
comes to love and lust. It is a game 
that may lead to a broken heart, jeal- 
ousy or even death. So how does one 
know if they are truly in love or not. 
These ground rules have saved many 
the connoisseur time and time again. 

First off when it comes to lusting 
after another, you're totally focused 
on their body and want nothing but to 
be with them for reasons other than 


Lipstick Love 
Forecast 

By Jennifer Shepherd 

Aries: March 21-April 19 

You're being pulled in two 
directions at once, thanks to_a 
schizophrenic moon. 

You might be thinking about 
a former flame while, at the same 
time, you're pursuing a brand 
new flirtation. Give yourself time 
to sort it all out. 

Taurus: April 20-May 20 

A passionate full moon is 
bringing hidden feelings to the 
surface. You could be tempted to 
make a confession to someone. 

Maybe you'll finally tell that 
cute neighbor or sexy coworker 
that you'd love to go out with him 
or her. 

Gemini: May 21-June 21 

It's important to deal with 
schedules, budgets, and lists this 
week. 


Mystic 


MCT Campus Photo 


A person may be attractive and be deemed “hot” by 
today’s urban youth, however, it does not mean you 
are in love with them. It is lust. 


their body. With lust you will find 
yourself paying no attention to what 
they have to say. 

The person will also become 
some what of a booty call (yes even 
men can be sexploited by women). 
And you will know most of all by the 
way you react after the deed is done. 

Due to the fact that you will find 
the fastest way out (Goodbye to cud- 
dling or just talking). These are per- 
fect examples of how you know of 
your lustful nature. So be wary, 
because I know this must be how you 
are seen in that person’s eyes. So be 
smart and run. Unless you are a glut- 
ton for punishment. 

Now there may be lust in a rela- 
tionship. But there is a feeling that 
transcends this far beyond one’s 
wildest expectations. And this my 
friends is love. So how do you know 
that you are truly in love? Well let me 
tell you. 

First off you both have a great 
chemistry. 

You actually want to hear about 
their day and will listen or talk for 


Saturn is reminding you that 
sometimes you have to work 
within certain restrictions. The 
health of your family and your 
romantic relationship depends on 
it. 

Cancer: June 22-July 22 

Don't be intimidated by tech- 
nology, even if your cell phone, 
your GPS system, and your DVD 
player give out on you at once. 

Uranus is reminding you not 
to’ be so focused on toys and 
machines.Take a break and enjoy 
some private time with your 
honey. 

Leo: July 23-Aug. 22 

Mars is increasing your need 
for instant gratification. If your 
to work late, 
you'll demand that he or she call 
in sick to spend time with you. 

Or if your partner is tending 
to a friend or relative, you'll want 
your share of attention. 


sweetheart has 


hours without fail. 

You actually want to introduce 
them to your family and have no 
shame in it. And for once in your life 
you can see an actual future with that 
person instead of a bed with pulled 
shades and a quick exit to follow. 

These are all great indicators that 
you have achieved the unthinkable. 
You may actually have found the 
one. 

So when it comes down to it lust 
is more short term fun but love is the 
one and only long haul. And even 
though the two sometimes masquer- 
ade as each other, you should be able 
to tell the difference. 

Wes Brenan a student at NECC 
said it best when he said, “Love can- 
not exist without a degree of lust. 
Knowing the line between can save 
you from a lot of heartache. And 
from breaking hearts.” 

With this information maybe you 
will save yourself the heart ache and 
pain. But at the same time who 
knows love is blind they say and 
some prefer walking into walls. 


Horoscopes 


Virgo: Aug. 23-Sept. 22 

You're enjoying your lover 
without worrying too much about 
tomorrow. 

A sensual moon has you 
focused on loving touch and inti- 
mate moments. You're trying not 
to project into the future or put 
definitions or restrictions on 
your romance. 

Libra: Sept. 23-Oct. 23 

An on again, off again rela- 
tionship could pick up steam as 
Venus increases the sexual inten- 
sity. 

You'll be wondering if this 
person might even be a soulmate. 
It's probably too soon to tell for 
sure, but have fun investigating. 

Scorpio: Oct. 24-Nov. 21 

You could be under pressure 
to date someone other people 
want you to be with. 

Maybe your parents are play- 
ing matchmaker or your friends 


Summer 
“flings” 


By HARMONIE CHARLAND 
Features Editor . 


Summer may very well be called 
the season of lust. The combination 
half naked beach bum days, and the 
sweet nighttime summer breeze leads 
to lustful relationships that always 
seem to end too quick but are remem- 
bered forever. Yes my lovely readers 
I’m talking about the “summer fling”. 

Everyone has had or will have a 
summer fling at some point in their 
life. These relationships can be com- 
pared to a state of euphoria if all the 
rules are followed. What are the rules 
of a summer fling you ask? Well for 
starters: 

Rule number |: keep your sum- 
mer fling in the summer! A perfect 
example of a couple who chose not to 
follow this simple rule is Sandy and 
Danny of the hit movie Grease. The 
decided to bring their fling into fall 
and the new school year which result- 
ed in Hollywood producing Grease 2, 
which not only was a flop but a bit 
embarrassing to watch. 

Rule number 2: Do not under any 
circumstance fall in love! Let’s 
define the word “fling” shall we. 
According to Webster’s Dictionary a 


“fling” is a short period of unre- 
strained pursuit of ones wishes or 
desires. The key word in this defini- 
tion is the word “short”. True ever- 
lasting love takes time and dedication 
to develop. The summer season lasts 
roughly three and a half months 
which is not nearly enough time for 
love to fully develop, so save your- 
self the headache and don’t even try! 

Rule number 3: Do not conceive 
a “lust child”. A lust child’s existence 
is a result of two individuals having 
irresponsible unprotected sex with 
each other. You are a college student 
with a bright future ahead of yourself 
DON’T be one of those irresponsible 
individuals taking part in unprotected 
sex. 

Summer flings are supposed to be 
filled with lustful night with sex on 
the beach but make sure you protect 
yourself having a child is life chang- 
ing and may jeopardize your educa- 
tional future. 

If all three of these rules are fol- 
lowed to a tee your summer fling is 
destined to be a fun, exciting, and 
lustfully orgasmic, Summer flings 
provide us with a chance to be spon- 
taneous with our sexuality and a 
chance to create an everlasting mem- 
ory of that one passionate summer. 


We want to hear from you. 


Send letters or opinion columns 
to the NECC Observer: 


_ observer@necc.mass.edu 
Include “Opinion Editor’ in subject line. 


are trying to hook you up with a 
nice acquaintance. The moon 
says it's okay to check it out. 

Sagittarius: Novy. 22-Dec. 21 

A moon opposition has you 
making a list of your partner's 
flaws and failures. 

Meanwhile, you're feeling 
restless about your own achieve- 
ments and wondering if you need 
to make a change. Evolution is 
happening, and it's good to ask 
some deep questions. 

Capricorn: Dec. 22-Jan.19 

Pay more attention to your 
intuition and emotions. 

The moon is encouraging you 
to get in touch with what you 
really feel instead of being "effi- 
cient” and "hard working" every 
moment of the day. 

You're allowed to want, to 
desire and to dream. 

Aquarius: Jan. 20-Feb. 18 

You could encounter someone 


whose force of personality and 
sense of humor astound you. 

The moon is stirring up pow- 
erful feelings of attraction to a 
new friend, colleague or neigh- 
bor. 

You could find yourself com- 
paring this person to people 
you've dated in the past. 

Pisces: Feb. 19-March 20 

Don't worry if you're in her- 
mit mode. The moon is making 
you extra sensitive, and it's 
important for you to heal and 
find balance. 

You won't want to spend time 
with a lot of people. And you 
might want to avoid dating or 
intense interactions with a sweet- 
heart for a bit. 


